1. Bat populations have declined globally over the last century largely due to 11 anthropogenic change. Many temperate forest species of bat appear loyal to their 12 foraging sites however, conservation of these sites rather than just habitat types is 13 rarely considered and is essential to protect bat populations. It is not clear whether 14 site fidelity in bats is species-specific or a more general trait or why it is exhibited but 15 behaviour patterns could be important for conservation and management 16 objectives. Foraging variation may occur due to 'individual specialisation', such that 17 individuals differ significantly in their prey or habitat utilisation, independent of 18 class-effects. If bats do exhibit individuality in their habitat choice, then protection of 42 Introduction 43 Globally bat populations have declined considerably over the last century largely due to 44 habitat loss, hunting, or disease (1) with recovery predicted to be slow (2). Determining 45 habitat types required for effective conservation of bats can be difficult compared to 46 terrestrial mammals of similar size, due to their ability to fly, which enables them to travel 47 long distances, allowing use of a wide range of resources across a wider variety of habitats.
275 same bat mean 0.80 ± 0.03 (range 0.63-0.96); different bats mean 0.61 ± 0.01 (range 0.24-276 0.97)). Individual bats tracked repeatedly also showed significantly more consistency in 277 their foraging strategy (distance to most used foraging core and time taken to travel to most 278 used foraging core) at both sites than pairwise comparisons with other individuals (Table 3) .
279 Table 3 Repeatability 
